The Youth Symposium on Entrepreneurship – what a success!
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On March 16th over 100 secondary V students, from across the Montérégie and Estrie, gathered because of a common interest in entrepreneurship values. Student participants at a Youth Symposium on Entrepreneurship, hosted by Heritage Regional High School in St. Hubert, showcased entrepreneurship initiatives and participated in two of six interactive workshops. It was an exceptional opportunity for students and staff from four different school boards to share ideas and network in a non-competitive setting.
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Keynote speaker David Rittenhouse, Director of the Dobson-Lagassé Centre for Entrepreneurship at Bishop’s University, opened the day with an inspirational presentation emphasizing the importance of entrepreneurship skills in an age where technological changes are occurring at an ever-increasing rate. He shared some striking statistics that correlated high levels of small scale entrepreneurial businesses with economic opportunity and cited a study of Top 500 entrepreneurs who said integrity is the most important quality of a successful entrepreneur.
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Filled with the power of possibility, students moved to the display room where they proudly shared their individual and team entrepreneurship presentations, some reflecting classic “business” sense while others exhibited community involvement and leadership both inside and outside their school environment. The creative presentations were both professional and innovative. Thank you and congratulations to all the students who shared their experiences infused with leadership, social responsibility, team work and resourcefulness!
Students leading students
As workshop animators for four of the six available workshops, students from Bishop’s University built upon their own leadership capacities. Yourself Inc. [image: image4.jpg]\ Uni®ck the Possibilities
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How to Market Yourself, Making Cents: Financial Literacy, and Opportunity Recognition were led by young entrepreneurs from ACE* Bishop’s while Education students Matthew Prevost and Michael Cazes animated Planning for Success:  Thinking Outside the Box. In addition, Marketing and Advertising are not Synonyms was led by teacher Francis Scardera of the Student Stock Exchange and Creativity & Entrepreneurship was facilitated by a team of staff from various Carrefour jeunesse emploi offices in the Montérégie and Montreal regions.
Student evaluations revealed that participants enjoyed meeting and working with new people, learning strategies to make money grow and discovering how to better market themselves. They found the workshops interesting and entertaining, and when asked how to improve the day many suggested shorter workshops to permit them to attend three instead of two! Some of the ways they described what they learned included: “If you work together you get things done”, “It is important to think ahead and it’s never too early to plan” and “entrepreneurs come in all shapes and sizes”.
Special thanks to the local members of our organizing committee: Suzanne Dery, ETSB GOAL agent and Ella Beaudoin Lowry, a New Horizons student who was the only youth to participate on the organizing committee. We would also like to recognize the hard work of the participating Bishop’s University students as well as David Rittenhouse who conveyed his passion for entrepreneurship. Finally, thank you to the participating students and their chaperones who made this special learning event a success. The CEDEC is pleased to have started an entrepreneurial dialogue between schools and to have built the capacity of some Secondary V students for life after high school. We appreciate the contribution of our partners and look forward future collaboration as well as the opportunity to support you in the good work that you do.  
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